[For Illustrations to this Chapter, see Plates XVI to XIX.]

CHAPTER HI
EXCAVATION AND EXPLORATION

(a) PREHISTORIC AND PROTOHISTORIC CIVILIZATION

THE existence of man in India has not yet been traced prior to
quaternary or pleistocene times (i.e., Ice Age), though elsewhere he
probably made his appearance in the tertiary epoch. The first
evidence of human industry is afforded by a class of rudely shaped
flints known as ' eoliths/ which are taken as dating back to the dawn
of the Stone Age. These artifacts, between which and those pro-
duced by Nature it is difficult to distinguish, have not been found in
India, though examples of a kindred type are reported from Burma.

During pleistocene times, when the evidence of man's existence
is universal, his artifacts mostly consisted of roughly chipped stone
implements. This age, known as the palaeolithic or Old Stone Age,
is divided into Lower, Middle and Upper, the division being based
on stratigraphical and typological evidence. The geological law of
superposition of layers has been applied to sites where these imple-
ments are found, as, for instance, the cave-site of Castillo in Spain,
and the sequence of palaeolithic cultures in Europe has thus been
established. The Lower culture is characterized by Pre-Chellean,
Chellean and Acheulean types of implements, the Middle by
Mousterian, and the Upper by Aurignacian, Solutrean and Mag-
dalenian. While no such classification of Indian palaeolithic imple-
ments is yet possible, most of the examples being surface finds, there
is no doubt that the implements found in Europe have their typo-
logical counterparts in India.
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